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1 CHRON. XII. 32. 


And of the children of Ifachar, which. were 
men that had underftanding of the times, to 
know what Ifrael ought to do, the beads of 
them weretwohundred ; and all thetr brethren 
were at their commandment. 


EPS ECOR DING to the original 
sata 


aie conftitution of the Hebrew 

se A Se polity, “ each tribe was under 
s 04° “3K its own proper and diftiné 
MARERMH government; and ordered its 
affairs by its own princes, heads of families, 
elders and courts.” At the fame time, there 
‘was a union of all the tribes,the whole con- 
gregation had a right to meet together, either 
perionally or by their reprefentatives, to con- 
fult the common good and the profperity of 


the whole. : 
After the death of. Saul there feems to 


have been a breach in this general union. 


The tribe of Judah fet up David to be king, 
B the 
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the other tribes adhered to Ithbofheth the 
fon. of Saul, -Ifhbofheth  being:..dead,. the 

other tribes, fenfible how prejudicial fiich a 
difunion was to their common intereft, by 
mutual confent made David king over all 
Ifracl._ . This was done, it’s like, by a con- 
veition.of the.ftates from each, province, or 
an aflembly of the heads of each tribe. 

. David had long before been anointed, by 
a fpecial commifiion from God, to be king 
of Ifrael... This was-only~an intimation 
from heaven of what would certainly take 
place. Neither David, ‘nor Saul, before him, 
claimed ‘any authority in virtue of this divine 
“appointment, until they were elected, by the 
people, and. folemnly inaugurated. in their 
high office. 3. ROA ia tee 

Among others, who came to Hebron, to 
make David king, were the children of Iffa~ 
char, who appeared by the headsof the tribe ; 


4 


of thefe it is particularly faidj they “ were 


men that had underftanding of oe times, to 
know what Hrael‘ought to do; they were in 
number two huttdred, and all-their brethren 
were at their commandment.” Bi 
ei | is an excellent character that is given of 
the heads of Iffachar, and it was a fingular 
favor to this tribe, that'they had fuch a num- 
ber'whowere able t6 guide themn’at? this cri 
tical feafon—.You are told the good effe& 
of their,wifdom and prudence there was an 
entire union between them’and the reft of the 
‘commiunity. They who were in government 

= were 


sj 
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avere poffefied of talents which qualified them 
for theirittraft, ‘and: their vbrethren -were.fo 
fatisfied sof their prudence-and i integrity, that 
they repofed ian entite:¢onfidence «in. them, 
and > fubmitted: to their: BUOARE Is without 
murmuring or-oppofitiony 2. - 

'- You have here the model se a happy fate ; ; 
what a profpect of peace-and lafting profpe- 
rity, where rulers are wife and good, and 
the people are quiet and fubmiffive ! 

What I) propofe in. ithe "Saag dif- 
pie is, © 


Firft, To confider the character of a boda 
ae as it ig drawn in the text. And. then, 
“Secondly, To point out the duty of fub- 
jets t to their rulers. 


The firft thing that sees itfelf to. our 
‘confideratibn, is the character of a good ruler: 
And in ofder to determine when men are 
qualified to govern, it is neceflary to take 
‘a general view of the great end of govern 
‘ment. 

It is not to ‘be fuppofed ° that mankind 
would refign their natural freedom only for 
the fake ‘of pomp and appearance, much lefs 
-to gratify ‘the pride and avarice of thofe they 
‘place ‘in authority over them. The only 
rational view they can have, is the common 
‘good. If men could fubfift as well in a ftate 
‘of independency and abfolute liberty, there 
as apap in reafon or confcience to oblige 

B 2 them 
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them to fubjection. The neceffity of go- 
vernment arifes wholly from the difadvanta- 
ges, which, in the prefent imperfect ftate of 
human nature, would be the natural confe- 
quence of unlimited freedom. _ This necefli- 
ty is fo apparent, that the moft: favage and 
barbarous of mankind have been convinced 
of it; and wherever they have formed them=- _ 
felves into fociety, have erected: fome kind of 

government. In this fenfe all power is from 
God; as that conftitution, which makes:go- 
vernment neceffary, originates with him who 
js the author of -nature; and fuch a-confti- 
‘tution, is as certain an intimation of the di- 
vine will, as an exprefs revelation. There is 
no pofitive appointment or command ; we 
argue the defign of heaven, that there fhould 


‘be civil government, becaufe it is apparently 


for the advantage of mankind :-‘* He is the 
minifter of God to thee for good.” 

If the public good is the great, the only 
end of magiftracy; it follows, that they only 
are worthy to be entrufted with the powers 
‘of government, who know what the public 
intereft is, and are capable of advancing it. 


‘The heads of every community fhould, 
like the heads. of - Iffachar, ‘have under- 


ftanding of the times, to know what Ifrael 
ought to do.” 


. Thischaraéter fuppofes,thatrulers havea good 
degree of wifdom and knowledge—Thatthey 
‘are particularly acquainted with the conftitu- 


tion 
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tion of the country they are called togovern— 
That they are men of virtue and religion— 
And that they have prudence to conduct af- 
fairs in feafons that are critical and alarming. 

Firft, Wifdom and knowledge are very 
neceflary qualifications of a public ruler. 
The end of government will not be anfwer- 
ed by committing the adminiftration of af- 
fairs to.one or more men, but by committing 
it to thofe who are capable of difcharging 
the truft repofed in them. The meaneft 
office requires talents fuited to that office ; 
but when men are put in places of extenfive 
authority, they ought to have extenfive abi- 
lities.- 

Wifdom and knowledge are fo neceflary 
for every one who has a fhare: in. govern- 
ment,’ that nothing can fupply their: place. 
‘The experience of all ages evidences the 
juftice of that exclamation of king Solomon; 
“‘ Woto thee, O land, when thy king is a 
child!” If-weak or ignorant men are entruft- 
ed with power, what can you expect but 
univerfal confufion! If men were not wife 
before, they are not like to become wife by 
being placed in a ftation of eminence. Such 
exaltation will rather make them giddy and 
vain, and: deprive them of the little under- 
ftanding they had before. 

If fuch magiftrates mean ever fo well, yet 
they know not how to execute their good 
purpofes, and their adminiftration is like to 

be 


8 An Eleétion Sermon. 


bea feries of the moft fatal errors. If 
they depend ‘on others to manage:the:af- 
fairs of government, the event will:not be 
better... “Men of weak minds can feldom 
bear the checks and counfels of plain honetft 
men; who know not” how to: difguife the 
truth, ‘or to fpeak that which they do not 
think in their hearts. Parafites and flatterers 
eafily gain their favor, who wilb footh their 
vanity,and accommodate themfelves to their 
foibles: And the {tate of fuch a people is 
often worfe than where rulers are men’ of 
capacity, even tho’ they arevery deficient in 
their-principles of action, © | o 
Bad men who can logk to confequences, 
‘are often under the reftraint of fear, where 
they~have no other: They are aware’ of 
danger from the’ refentment ofan injured 
-people, if they abufe their power, But men 
‘without knowlege, are devoid ‘of fuch fears ; 
cand they who have the management of them 
endeavour artfully to conceal their own fhare. 
in the public mifcondu@t,and make ufe of the 
power with which they are vefted, to gratify 
their bafe and fordid paifions, to the ruin of 
‘the community, and often of thofe’ who 
ivefted them with it, c205! noua 8 
It is not every kind of genius or! of know- 
lede that qualifies.aman to govern, Many 
‘a one has made’a‘fhining figure asa philofo- 
pher or mathematician, who has had'no turn 
for politics, and been intirely ignorant of the 
art 
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art of governing. It is frequently the cafe, 
that great {cholars have no acquaintance with 
men, than which no branch of knowlege is 
of greater importance inapublicruler. It is 
neceflary to know the various tempers. of 
thofe he has. to govern, to penetrate their 
particular views and interefts, and even their 
foibles and paffions, that he may make them 
all fubfervient to the public good. It is necef- 
fary to difcern their different talents and capa- 
cities, that he may know whom to put into 
places of profit and. truft, and may employ 
thofe who are fit to be employed. 
"> Ts a ruler called to aét the part of a legi- 
flator ? What. need. of a found and -exact 
judgment, that the laws he makes may. be 
good and wholefome, accommodated to the 
temper-and circumftances of the people for 
whom they are made; and that while he 
endeavors to reftrain vice and licentioufnefs, 
he may notunreafonably infringe the, liberties 
of the:community? =... GN Povey 
\  Whenlaws are made, ‘it requires no {mall 
degree of underftanding and of ftudy.'to ens 
ter into their true fpirit, to know how to ap- 
ply them in every cafe that occurs, and to 
execute them with prudence and impartiality. 
Where government fubfifts, there muftne- 
ceflarily. be burthens laid on the people to 
defray the charges of it.. There is nothing 
that affects.men more than when you touch 
their intereft; people in general find it: hard 
Ssiisie to 
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- to procure the conveniencies of life; nothing 
will fooner alienate their minds from go- 
vernment, than when rulers needlefly deprive 
them of that which they have dearly earned, 
‘and. wantonly diflipate the public treafures. 
Rulers ought everito:proceed in this part of 
their duty with caution and prudence, that 
people may fee the taxes they impofe are not 
to gratify their pride, their avarice, or any 
other paffion ; not to carry on any private 
defign; but that they are neceflary for the 
{upport of government, and the exigencies 
of the ftate. 
Every: large community is conftituted of 
a number:of little focieties, in which there 
will be different branches of bufinefs: Thefe, 
whatever pains are taken to prevent it, will 
have their different conneétions, and form 
feparate interefts ; ‘it is vaftly difficult for 
thofe who govern, to keep the balance fo 
exactly: poized that neither part may be in- 
‘ jured; but much more, to prevent jealoufies 
and fufpicions that things are carried by 
favor and affeCtion. ‘ 
The rulers of a people are feldom fo hap- 
py as to pleafe all who are under their au- 
thority: They have often perfonal enemies ; 
or crafty and ambitious men find fault with 
government becaufe they are not in place : 
They had need be wife as ferpents, as well as 
harmlefs as doves,to counterwork the machi- 
nations of {uch men, to give no occafion of 
offence 
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‘offence to thofe who feek occafion, or to 
prevent the bad effect of the mifreprefenta- 
tions they will induftrioufly fpread. 

‘Almoft every ftate has its neighbours, 
cwho watch -for a favourable opportunity 
to encroach on its ‘territories, or to gain 
fome ‘other advantage. A ruler ought to 
‘keep a watchful eye over them, to get know- 
lege of their motions and defigns ; to pre- 
vent infult; or to refenit it when offered. “In 
thefe cafes there is need of a thorough acquain- 
tance both with their ftrength and out otvn; 
‘that we'may not by an ill-timed oppofition 
‘expofe ourfelves to greater injuries, or by mean 


fubmiflions encourage them to defpife and. 


“abufe us. >. 


A ruler who fuitably attends tothe great 


‘end of government muift look beyond pre- 
fent circumftances, and carefully confider the 
tendency and confequence of every meafure. 

He cannot but be fenfible how much the 

“prefent times are affected by the tranfactions 
that are paft, and the precedents that have 

been eftablifhed. He will doubtlefs fee that 

‘the community has received hurt from the 
“miftakes, as well as advantage from the pru- 
dence of thofe who have gone before. He 

bears on his mind, that his adminiftration is 

‘dike:equally to affect thofe that follow, and 
endeavours to take the whole intereft of ‘his 

country in view, the future as well as the 

prefent. He confults the good of diftant 

Cc gene~ 
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generations, leaves as little as poffible for 
them to correct, and as far as human wifdom 
can, layshis plans, not meerly to keep things 
quiet while he is on the ftage, but that the 
happinefs of his country may be of long 
duration, may be perpetual. 

You eafily fee by thefe hists of the 
‘bufinefs and duty of rulers, that every man 
‘is not fitto govern: there muft be a genius 
for government, and there muft be conftant 
ftudy and application. 

_ [have hitherto confidered the wifdom and. 
knowlege which are neceflary for rulers in 
‘general, and under almoft every conftitution, 
Befides this, 

~~ Secondly, It is neceffary they fhould have 
-a particular acquaintance with the conftitu- 
tion of the country they are called to govern. 

Reafon, we fay, dictates that there fhould 
be government ; and the voice of reafon, is 
the voice of God, But what form of go- 
vernment they will be under, is left to the 
choice of thofe who are to be governed. 
God has never determined this. It becomes 
thofe who claim a divine indefeafible right, 
to make out their claim in a better manner 
than they have ever yet done; or it is abfurd 
to fuppofe any, who have common under- 
ftanding, or a tolerable fenfe of liberty, will 


fubmit to it. 


All 
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All power has its foundation in compact 
and mutual confent, or elfe it proceeds from” 
fraud or violence: ‘Where the latter take 
place, the dominion which men claim is no 
better than ufurpation ; and they, who by 
thefe methods raife themfelves above their 
brethren, are fo far ftom having a right to 
govern, that they ought to be punifhed as 
public difturbers and the enemies of man- 
kind. 

When government is founded in mutual 
confent, it is the undoubted right of the 
community to fay who fhall govern them; 
and to make what. limitations or conditions 
they think proper. Perhaps the fame con- 
ftitution is not beft for all focieties, or for 
the fame fociety at all times. Be this as it 
may ; it is very certain that mankind have 
eftablithed different forms of government, 
according to their own will and inclination ; 
- « Some have fet up one or a few men to 
govern them, others have feen fit to retain 
the power themfelves:—In fome the {upreme 
magiftrates have been annually elected; in 
others the power is for life. In fome they 
aremerely elective, in others hereditary under 
certain rules or limitations.” In Great- 
Brirain there is a happy mixture of mo- 
narchy, ariftocracy, and democracy. This is 
perhaps the moft perfect form of civil go- 

C2 yern= 
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vernment. It is the glory of: Britons, and 
the envy of foreigners*, teary. 

_ But. whatever form-of civil government 
men have chofe, there are certain conftitu- 
tions, which are the bafis and foundation of 
the ftate, and which are obligatory on thofe 
who govern, as well as thofe who are go- 
verned.. Thefe conftitutions are a fort of 
fundamental laws, which cannot be-violated 
without the greateft danger to, a com- 
munity. . When either part attempts. to 
invade the rights of the other, it ufually 
produces convulfions, which fooner or later 
overturn the ftate, 

It is neceffary they who are in authority 
fhould be well acquainted with thefe funda- 
mental laws; they ought to make them one 
main part of their ftudy; and thould not, 
without.the utmoft neceflity, depart from 
them. If fuch a ftri&t adherence to the con- 


* Is not England.at prefenta proof of the goodnefs of 
mixed governments aud temperate monarchies? Is there 
@ nation, every thing confidered, which enjoys more 
profperity at home, or more renown abroad? : 

mick . .. BurRLEemMagut. 
__ Wehope the greatMonresquieu is miftaken, at leaft 
that “he {peaks of a very diftant day, when he fays ofour 
happy nation; Bom i Hi 
.. “* As all/human things-have.an end, the ftate we are 
peaking of will lofe its liberty, will perith. Have not 
‘Rome, Sparta, and Carthage perifhed? It will perith 
when. the legiflative power fhall be more corrupt than.the 
“@xXecytive.’’ ; Spirit of Laws. 


ftitution 
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{titution is , fometimes attended with incon- 
veniencies; yet a departure from it will be 
attended with much greater. Magultrates 
ought to know their own power, and not 
tamely give up thofe prerogatives with which 
the conftitution has vefted them: Such mean 
condefcenfion will only expofe them to con- 
tempt and further encroachments, till not 
even a fhadow of authority is left. On the 
other-hand, they ought to be tender of the 
privileges of thofe they govern. Even in 
abifolute monarchies, the people may, by op- 
preffion and tyranny, come to know that 
they have rights, and to affert them in a way 
not very pleafing to thofe, who have info- 
lently and unjuftly invaded them. seer 
__ In free governments people are apt to feel 
much quicker. To touch their liberties, is 
to touch the apple of their eye; every at- 
tempt alarms them, makes them jealous of 
further defigns, and often throws them into 
the hands of factious demagogues, who hate 
‘government, and are ever watching for oppor- 
tunities to embarrafs public meafures, and to 
introduce anarchy and confufion. 

~ ‘Where fo much depends, and the confe- 
quence of acting wrong is like to be fo fatal 
to. the community, and perhaps to ,them- 
felves ; rulers ought to know very well what 
it is to act right, where power ends and 
‘liberty begins. The more difficult it is. to 
fettle this point, fo much the more wifdom 


and 
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and prudence do rulers need, and fo much 
the more cautious fhould they be in aéting; 
and where people obferve fuch caution and 
tendernefs in their rulers, they will make al- 
lowances for miftakes, and even for faults. 
I will not fay, that they who are in go- 
vernment may not propofe an alteration in 
the conftitution, when they fee manifeft in- 
conveniencies ; every member of the {tate 
may do this; and there may be extraordinary 
cafes wherein it may be neceflary to deviate’ 
from common rules; in fuch cafes the fafety 
of the people is to be preferred to every o~ 
ther confideration. But no wife ruler would . 
defire a general power of difpenfing with the 
laws; nor is it poflible to proceed with too 
much caution ‘in making any great alteration 
in the civil conftitution of a ftate; efpecially 
when it has been long eftablifhed, and the 
wifdom of ages has been employed to confirm 
it.Where there feem to be defects, theremedy 
may often prove worfe than the difeafe; and 
by attempting to guard againftone inconveni- 
ence, we may open the way to a great many 
which we do not now forefee. When a con- 
‘ftitution is eflentially bad, rulersand every one 
elfe ought to run every rifque to make it bet- 
ter. But where the conftitution is tolerably 
good, it is generally the wifdom of thofein 
power, to maintain a facred regard toitthem- 
‘felves ; and to endeavour that it may not be 
violated by others. This is their fafety, and 
* very 
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very often the fafety of. thofe they govern, 
When a humour of changing once begins, no 
mortal can tell where it will end. One can 
fcarce conceive of an alteration more: juft, 
more neceflary, and that could tend more to 
fecure the public liberty, than the eftablith- 
ment of tribunes at Rome; and yet this 
very regulation, feemingly fo wife and good, 
laid the foundation of thedeftruction of their 
liberties, and the ruin of the common- 
wealth *. 

Thirdly, Rulers cannotcomeup to thecha- 
racter of the text, unlefs they are men of re- 
ligion and virtue. Every condition has. its 
temptations ; none are expofed to more or 
greater than thofe who are advanced to fta- 
tions of power and eminence ; none have 
greater need of a fettled principle of action, 
and the affiftance of divine grace. If there 
is no regard to God or the rules of vir- 
tue, wifdom degenerates into cunning, and 
tulers, inftead of endeavouring to know what 
‘Ifrael ought to do, only confider what they 
have to do themfelves ; inftead of aiming at 


* “© The people by means of the tribunes, gradually 
ufurped the authority of the Senate. From that time 
difcipline was relaxed, and gave place to licentioufnefs. 
At laft, the republic was, by the hands of the people, 
reduced to the greateft flavery.”” 
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the public good, they confult only what is 
like to promote the own private interetft, 
{upport their:adminiftration, and continue 
them in power, The felfifh paffions will 
haye the dominion ; and men will - facrifice 
confcience, and fell their country, to, carry a 
favourite point, or gratify their vicious incli- 
nations. ‘The intereft of fuchrulers, or what 
they imagine to be their intereft, prefently 
becomes feparate from that of the commu- 
nity.;:of.confequence they are obliged. to 
pa ufe. of every art, to keep the people 
quiet ; to make them infenfible of their infe- 
voi or to compel them to bear it; to put 
a falfe glofs,on their flagitious actions, or to 
fecure a powerful party, who will- fupport 
their meafures, and be theinftrumenhts of their 
iniquity, They will choofe thofe for their 
companions and counfellors, who will flatter 
their.vanity, feed their avarice, or provide for 
their pleafures. Thefe are the men they 
will endeavour to. promote; whilft they dif- 
tegard perfons of a-different chara¢ter, who 
feel for their.country, and have courage to 
oppofe thofe meafures which tend to deftroy 
it. Vice contracts the mind, and quenches 
evety {park of public fpirit; it fills the foul 
‘with criminal prejudices, and the higher it is 
exalted, the mifchief is fo much the moreex- 
tenfive. ieee 
The cafe is quite different when power is 
in the hands of men of virtue and religion. 
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By religion I intend fomething more than 
an external fhew, or 2 mere appearance of 
goodnefs. Hypocrify:is not only a character 
moft dettftable to God, but it makes a man 
more extenfively mifchievous to fociety. His 
fanGtimonious pretences procure him the e+ 
fteem and confidence of his brethren, by 
which means he has it in his power to deceive 
them, and to betray their interefts. No con- 
fideration can be of force fufficient to bind 
him, who dares to prevaricate with heaven, 
and to trifle with the Lord his Maker. The 
greateft prodigies of wickednefs have been 
thofe who have put on the guife of religion: 
For a pretence, they have made long prayers 
that they might, with the greater eafe, accom- 
plith their deteftable defigns, Nor do I call 
it religion to contend for a few little rites 
and ceremonies, which are of no importance 
in themfelves, and will not make men either 
wifer or better. It does not confift in nice 
metaphyfical diftinétions, and in loud and 
cruel anathemas againft all who will not pro- 
fefs to believe them : much lefs is it religi- 
on toinvade the rights of confcience, and to 
infli@ pains and penalties on thofe who are 
not of the magiftrates fentiments, or prefume 
to diffent from the principles eftablifhed by 
law. On the other hand, no one can ima- 
gine there is any religion in a carelefs indif 
ference about all principles; or in clamors 
for charity and firteweencs, while malice 

fe D reigns 


20 An Eleétion Sermon, 


reigns in the heart,and wecan cenfure, revile 
and. perfecute. thofe whom we efteem lefs 
catholic: than ourfelves. 
I call. that religion ,which Teh Chrift 
taught, and which is made. known to us in 
the “facred oracles, It is a belief of the truth, 
and a a.temper of mind cortefpondent to it. 
A religious man, or which is now the fame 
thing, a fincere chriftian, is purified in fome 
meature from thofe corrupt principles, which 
too eafily find a place in the human heart, 
and-is deeply penetrated with the things 3 
God... He has a fupreme affection to this 
greatett and beft of beings, and maintains a 
conftant regard to him in all his ations. He 
remembers the divine pr efence and the ac- 
count every one mutt give to this-Lord and 
Judge of all. He heartily fubmits to Chrift 


as his ptince and faviour: He has fome de- 


ae of that mind which was in Chrift Jefus : 


e defires to approve himfelf to him, and is 
animated by thole glorious profpeéts which 
the Gofpel opens to our view. 

The religion of Jefus enlarges the mind ; 


it divefts us, fo far as it prevails, of every rir 


minal prejudice; it makes us willing to deny 
ourfelves, to facrifice our worldly eafe, our 
temporal intereft, to the honour of God and the 


good of men ; it fortifies againft temptation ; 
it curbs our paflions ; it regulates our defires; 
it produces noble and generous fentiments ; 


it infpires lave and univerfal benevolence; it 
Fear hes 
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teaches us to look not every one on his 
own things, but on the things of others ; 
fot to confine our charity to. ourfelves, but 
to do good to all with whom we are con- 
nected, and efpecially to aim at the public 
advantage, in which the comfort and happi- 
nefs of multitudes are involved. 

This Chriftian temper, which is produced 
by the Spirit of God, will more than any 
thing help us to diftinguifh between right 
and wrong; when private interefts and pri- 
vate views are removed, “ the public good 
appears naked and open, free from all diffi- 
culties and embarraffments.” | When rulers 
have fuch a happy difpofition, they will ftudy 
the true intereft of thofe they govern, which 
is the way ‘to underftand it; they will watch 
againft a little party fpirit and every felfith 
finifter view; they will fupprefs the dictates 
of pride, covetoufnefs, and ambition; and 
while with a manly firmnefs they fupport 
1 their own dignity, they will not invade the 

privileges of thofe who are fubject to them ; 
they will not:hearken to the infinuations 
of flattery, nor meanly court the favor of | 
the populace ; they will not have refpect 
to perfons, nor take a gift; and will fevere- 
frown on thofe, who have the infolence 
to affront their virtue, or attempt to pervert 
their judgment. No motive, no temptation 
will allure them to join in making bad laws, 
or to wreft the true intention of thofe that 
D2 are 
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are in force. Their whole ambition will 
be to difcharge their truft with fidelity, and 
to make the people happy who are under 
their care. i ; 

_ I own there are other principles which 


may have very falutary effeéts. There is 


in {ome mena certain benevolence and great- 
nefs of mind, which leads them to do many 
worthy deeds, that others perform frony 
a’principle of religion. There are remains 
of confcience in men, who cannot be deno- 
iminated fincere difciples of Jefus Chrift. 
Even their ambition and felf-intereft may 
prompt men to actions. which are greatly 
beneficial to the community, and to dif 
charge the truft repofed in them with ho- 
nor and fortitude, » But the better the prin- 
ciple, fo much the greater, at leaft fo much 
the more certain, will be the effect. When 
the love and fear of God reign in the heart, 
men will rife to nobler heights, and to more 
diftinguifhed aéts of virtue, than from any 
other motive. When they confider the 
whole community as brethren, they will na- 
turally feek the common good. When they 
fet before them the example. of our bleffed 
Saviour, when they contemplate his ardent 
love to mankind and difinterefted benevo~ 
lence, their minds will be inflamed with a 
holy ambition, to emulate the virtues of this 
amiable, this excellent perfon. When the 
greateft men carry their thoughts to that im, 

: portant 
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portant hour, when they muft leave thefe, 
tranfitory fcenes, and their honors will be 
laid in the duft, how folicitous will they be 
that they may finifh well, and have the ap- 

robation of their own minds, when they 
a nothing elfe to.fupport them! When 
they look forward to that illuftrious day, in 
which the Lord will be revealed from Hea- 
ven, and the great as well as the fmall muft 
ftand before his tribunal; what a check is 
this to every finifter view ‘and every iniqui- 
tous practice! What an incentive to. juftice, 
to integrity and univerfal virtue! If other 
qualities may render a ruler ufeful to fociety, 
yet furely nothing but religion, a regard to 
God in his public conduct, will enfure him 
the acceptance of Heayen, and the plaudit of 
the great Rulerand Judgeofall. 
| am far from fuppofing that religion is 
the only thing to be regarded in a ruler. 
The moft religious character will appear con- 
temptible in a public ftation, if there are not 
other accomplithments: But whatever qua- 
lities a man has, it can by no means be fate 
to entruft our lives, our eftates, our liberties, 
every thing that isdear or valuable, to one 
who evidences by his converfation, that he 
has no regard to God, and isdeftitute of vir- 
tue and goodnefs. What can we expect, but 
that he, who will facrifice his own moft im- 
portant intereft, will facrifice the interefts of 
others, 
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others, if at-any time they are Oppofite td 
his vicious inclinations ? ay é 
Fourthly, Another‘accomplifhment very 
heceflary for a‘ ‘good ruler, is prudence to 
conduét ‘affairs in feafons that are critical and 
‘ alarming. Such a feafon-it was in Ifraet 
when Iihbofheth was flain. And then it 
was thatthe heads of Iffachar difcovered their 
underftanding and addrefs, by~conduding 
with fuch prudence as to ftill every oppofite 
faction, and bring their brethren quietly to 
fubmit to king David ; which was the only 
expedient to fave the kingdom from ruin. 
Affairs in a kingdom, or in a province, are 
fometimes brought to a dangerous and im- 
portant crifis, from foreign enemies or inter- 
nal tumults ; from the miftakes of thofe 
who wifh them ‘well, or the intrigues of de~ 
figning men; from their own vices-and fol- 
hes, or the wickednefs of others: In fuch 
a critical: fituation, the friends of a people 
are called to’ arife, and to exert themfelves to 
fave them from impendingruin. This mat- 
ter efpecially belongs to thofe who are in au- 
thority, ‘the eyes of others are naturally’ to 
them), under that God who has the hearts’ 
of all men in his hand ; ffom them they 
expect relief; and happy the people, whofe 
rulers have at fuch time wifdom to difcern, 
andvirtue to purfue thofe meafures, that tend 
to promote their welfare, and to prolong 


their tranquility. 
A flate 
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_ A ftate cannot be funk fo low as’to ex- 
clude all poffibility of emerging and again 
flourifhing. There have. been.{o many in- 
ftances of .the.interpofition of Heaven in 
times of the greateft extremity, that it is un- 
reafonable to defpair. when there» «are 
the moft .threatning afpects. Rome was 
f{carce ever. in fo dangerous a fituation as 
after the battle of Canna, Their army was 
annihilated, their allies forfook them, and 
they every moment expected the victorious 
Hannibal at their gates.. But at this very 
time, when there feemed to be no refource, 
thefe noble republicans were fo far from 
giving up all as loft, that, fays the hiftorian, 
no.one dared fo much as to mention peace: 
They even returned thanks to the conful 
whofe temerity had reduced them to the 
brink of ruin, that he had not defpaired of 
the common-wealth*. . By fuch magna- 


* Nec tamen he clades defeStionefque fociorum mo- 
verunt, ut pacis unquam mentio apud Romanos fieret ; 
neque ante confulis Romam adventum, nec poftquam is 
rediit renovavitque memoriam accepte cladis. Quo in 
tempore ipfo, adeo magno animo civitatis fuit, ut con- 
fuli ex tanta clade, cujus ipfe caufa maxima fuit, redeunti 
et obviam itum frequenter ab omnibus ordinibus fit, et 
gratia acte, quod derepublica non defperaflet’; cui, fi 
Carthaginienfium ductor fuiffet, nihil recufandum fup- 
plicii foret.  ~ 

Liv. Lib. xxii. cap. Ixi, 


mity 
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mity they rofe out of adverfity *, retrieved 
their loffes, made themfelves terrible to 
their neighbours, and laid a foundation for 
that aftonifhing grandeur to which they 
afterwards arrived. 

~- Nothing is fo like to make our cafe def- 
perate, as to conclude it is fo: This ftops 
the fprings of action, prevents all attempts 
to extricate ourfelves out of difficulties, and 
#o recover the community. Thofe of fu- 
perior character ought to have fuperior 
fteadinefs, inftead of determining that no- 
thing can be done, they ought to enquire 
what is to be done ; what they can do 
themfelves, and what Ifrael ought to do. 
Some men are very happy in finding out 
expedients in the moft difficult cafes; they 
know how to fteer in the moft tempeftuous 
times; are able to counterwork thofe who 
fecretly endeavour to undermine the ftate, 
or to give them a juft view of things, who 
‘are in danger of doing hurt for want of 
better information; to remove every un- 


* Dixitque tandem perfidus Annibal— 
Gens quz cremata fortis ab io 
Factata Tufcis equoribus facra, 
Natofque maturofque patres 
Pertulit Aufonias ad urbes ; 
Duris ut ilex tonfa bipennibus 
Nigre feraci frondis in Algido, 
Per damna, per ccedes, ab ipfo 
Ducit opes animumque ferro. 
Hor. 


reafon- 
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yeafonable prejudice in the mind of thofe, 
who have power to injure us ; or to go- 
vern our tempers, and regulate our paffi- 
ons, that we may not deftroy ourfelves. 
This is a talent very different from that 
wifdom which is profitable to direct in a 
common ftate of things. A man may be 
a good pilot in a moderate gale, who can 
do nothing in a ftorm. Some men who 
would make very good rulers in a time of 
profperity, are quite unfit to lead in times 
that are intricate and perplexed. They lofe 
the poffeflion of themfelves ; they are ti- 
morous and irrefolute, and fo neglect to do 
what ought to be done ; or they are rafh 
and violent, and by their imprudence pre- 
cipitate the ruin they intend to prevent. 
It is of the greateft importance that rulers 
have underftanding of the times in fuch 
critical feafons. While others are hurried 
by their fears and paffions, and know not 
_ what to do, they ought fedately to confider 
‘the tendency and confequences of prefent 
events, and fhould endeavour to guide into 
meafures, that will be moft likely to prevent 


the evils that are feared, or to make them . 


tolerable if they muft come. 

There is one courfe, which if it will not 
be a certain cure, will yet be a great relief 
in the moft dangerous ftate we can be in; 
and that is the practice of piety and uni- 
verfal virtue. Virtue does in ‘itfelf terxd 

te 
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to promote public Happinefs.. Frugality, 
temperance, induftry, will extricate us out 
of moft. difficulties that can arife; and if 
we are actuated. by religion, God will be 
our God, our protector, our friend ; << it will 
~ be well with us and our children for ever.” 
Whatever he does elfe, if a ruler has un- 
derftanding in the times, he will promote 

the fear of God and obedience to his laws. 
I have. now confidered fome of the dif- 
tinguifhing qualities of a good ruler. Ie 
_ is not to be expected, in the prefent imper- 
fect ftate, that rulers will be free from mif- 
takes or faults; whoever looks for fuch a 
behaviour from any man, or from any fet 
of men, will undoubtedly be difappointed. 
But though you may not expect-a perfed: 
character, yet the great author of nature, 
whofe tender mercies are over. all his 
works; ‘“ has thought fit to mingle from 
time to time among the focieties of men, 
a few of thofe on whom he is gracioufly 
pleafed to beftow a larger proportion of 
underftanding and integrity, than is given 
in the ordinary courfe of his providence to 
the fons of men, There are fuperior fpirits, 
men who are born to guide, to inftruct, and 
to preferve”; their abilities and their virtues 
denote that they were formed for the pu- 
blic good, and it would be a fault not to 
improve thofe talents,. with which the 
great Lord of all has entrufted. them. 
They 
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They ought not to let: flip any oppertuni- 
ty that prefents to ferve their country, or 
to do good to mankind. 
There are indeed arts and intrigues, by 
which fome~men intrude themfelves into 
{tations of dignity, which are below one of 
a great and generous mind, and which no 
confideration will perfuade him to make 
ufe of, But to fay that men ought always 
to avoid fuch ftations thro’ a modeft: diffi- 
dence of their own abilities; or ‘that a 
people ought to reject thofe, who difco- 
ver a willingnefs to be employed, is to car- 
"ry the matter much too far; and a corref- 
pondent practice might have very bad ef- 
feats, -It might deprive focities of the beft 
heads and hearts, and leave them a prey 
to crafty and ambitious. men, whofe only 
care would be to aggrandize and enrich 
theméelves. A true patriot cannot do his 
country a. more important fervice, than by 
taking it out of the hands of fuch devour- 
ing harpies. Confcious of his own fupe- 
riority, and a generous regard to the pub- 
lic good, he ought to defpife the little re- 
fleétions of thofe who are only uneafy be- 
caufe they are not in place, and cannot ac- 
complith their bafe defigns. The hiftory 
of Rome fcarce affords a more illuftrious 
character than that of Fabius Maximus. 
This great man, having finithed the year of 
his ‘confulate, when Rome was engaged 
E 2 in 
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in dangerous wars, found *that the fuffra- 
ges for a new conful were like to be in fa- 
vor of one, who was quite raw and inex- 
petienced. He ftopped their proceedings, 
fet before the electors the danger of fuch a 
choice at fuch a time, and drew a charac- 
ter of the perfon they ought to choofe, 
which they could apply to none but him- 
{elf; the aflembly was convinced, recalled 
their votes, and unanimoufly elected him. 
Such was the exigency of affairs, fays the 
hiftorian*, that no one attended to the dan- 
ger of the precedent, or had the leaft fuf- 
picion that the conful was actuated by a 
luft of dominion, but all rather extolled 
his greatnefs of mind, that when he knew 
the commonwealth ftood in need of its 
greateft_ commander, and that he was 
without exception the man, he would ra- 
ther run the hazard of the moft invidious 
reflections, than mifs an opportunity of 
ferving his country. 


* Tempus ac necefiitas belli, ac difcrimen fumme re- 
rum faciebant, nequis aut in exemplum exquireret, aut 
fufpeftum cupiditatis imperii confulem haberet, quin 
Jaudabant potiusmagnitudinem animi, quod quunt fummo 
imperatore effe opus republice fciret, feque eum haud 
dubie eile ; minoris invidiam fuam, fiqua ex re oriretur, 
quam utilitatem reipublice feciflet. 

Liv. Lib. xxiv. cap. ix, 


It 
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It is however much more agreeable to a 
generous mind, to be called out by others 
to public fervice, than in any fort to of- 
fer himfelf: Anda people who have any 
regard to their. own: fafety, will endéavour 
to find out merit where ever it is hid, and 
to confer their honours on thofe who know 
how to improve them. 

So far indeed, as government is -by the 
conftitution hereditary, a people are, obli- 
ged to fubmit to the difpofals. of provi- 
dence, and pay homage to the. lawful heir, 
whether his abilities are great or {mall : 
And in large communities, the advantage 
of hereditary monarchy is generally fuffi- 
cient to balance every inconvenience; and 
where it is not, it is in their own power 
to do themfelves juftice, as they have ge- 
neraliy done fooner or later, Witnefs ‘a- 
mong other inftances, the glorious revo- 
lution in BRiT1AN, to which inoble exer- 
tion of national virtue, we owe the prefer- 
vation of our liberty, and the prefent happy 
eftablifhment of the houfe of HANovER. 

When a people immediately appoint 
their own rulers, they are to, the laft de- 
gree infatuated, if they fix on thofe, who 
are not capable of feeing with their own. 
eyes, but are obliged to move by the direc- 
tion of others, or who get into power to 
gratify their vanity, their luxury, or their 

avarice 
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avarice; and it requires no fpirit of pro- 
phecy’to forfee, that a community who are 
fo loft to-public virtue, are nigh to deftruc- 
tion. A people may be deceived, they 
may be betrayed, by men in whom they 
put confidence. But they deferve to be 
abandoned by providence, if they truft their 
intereft with men, whom they know to be 
either weak or wicked. : 
- Tam in the fecond place to fpeak of the 
duty of fubje&s to their rulers ;:and the 
illuftrating this. will fhew, atthe fame time, 
the happy influence which good government 
is like to have on the community. -“ The 
heads of Iffachar were men that had under- 
ftanding of the times, to know what I{rael 
ought to do, and all their brethren were at 
their commandment. . : 
-. The duty of rulers and fubjects is mutu- 
al; rulers ought to love their people, and 
to feck their welfare; and the people on 
their part, ought to be fubject to the 
higher powers, to obey magiftrates, and to 
fubmit. to their lawful commands; both 
are neceflary to the public happinefs.. If 
people will not fubmit to thofe who are 
placed over them, there is an end of go- 
vernment, and to all the happy pur- 
pofes for which it was inftituted; the 
whole is thrown into a ftate of anarchy 
and confufion, which will foon. terminate 
in the other extreme, tyranny and sy 
ion. 


An Eleétion Sermon. 33 


fion.. Submiffion to authority is fuppofed in 
the very nature of government, it is founded 
in the higheft reafon; without it the moft 
perfect virtue in rulers will not anfwer any 
valuable end. 

Obedience to rulers isa matter of fo much 
importance, that our Saviour and his apof- 
tles, who meddled very little with the king- 
doms of this world, thought it neceflary to 
enjoin it, on Chriftians, “« Render, fays our 
«* Lord, to Cefar the things that are Cz- 
 far’s”*, * Let every foul, fays St. Paul- be 
* fubject to the higher powers ; for there 
“ is no power but of God, the powers 
*« that be are ordained of God; whofoever 
‘ therefore refifteth the power, refifteth the 
‘ ordinance of God; and they that refitt 
“< fhall receive to. themfelves damnation.” 
St. Peter directs, 4 ‘ fubmit yourfelves to 
‘© every Auman confittution for the Lord’s 
‘¢ fake; whether it be to theking as fupreme; 
‘** or unto governors, as unto them that are 
«« fent by him, for the punifhment of. evil 
« doers, and for the praife of them that do 
well; for fo is the will of God.” From 
fuch paflages ‘as thefe,.fome have argued 
the doctrine of paflive obedience and.non- 
refiftance in all cafes whatfoever; .or’ that 
we are not to oppofe thofe who are in 


cad 


n 


*® Matt. xxii. 21. + Rom. xiii. 1,°2. 
+ 1.Pet.. ii. 13, 34, 15. 
autho- 
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authority, although they evidently act 
contrary to the defign of their inftitution, 
and are bent to ruin the fociety, which it 
is their duty to defend and promote. A 
doctrine fo big with abfurdity, that one 
would think no one of common under- 
ftanding could embrace it; certainly he 
muft have the temper of a flave that can 
practice upon it. St. Paul very plainly 
_ teaches us how far fubjection is due to a 
civil magiftrate, when he gives it as a rea- 
fon for this fubje€tion, “< for he 1s the mi- 
“ nifter of God to thee for good *.”. The 
end for which God has placed men in au- 
thority, is, that they may promote the pub- 
lic happinefs: When they improve their 
power to contrary purpofes, when they en- 
deavour to fubvert the conftitution, and to 
enflave a free people, they are no longer the 
minifters of God; they do not ac& by his 
authority ; if we are obliged to be fubject, 
itis only for wrath and not for: confcience 
fake, and they whofupport fuch rulers betray 
their country, and deferve the mifery they 
‘bring on themfelves. Happy would it be if 
_it was confined to them! 

Tam fenfible, it is difficult to ftate this 
point with precifion ; to determine where 
fubmiffion ends and refiftance may lawfully 
take place, fo as not to leave room for 


* Rom. xili. 4. 
men 
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mien of bad minds unreafonable to oppofe 
government, and to deftroy the peace of 
fociety. Moft certainly people ought to 
bear much, before they engage in any at- 
tempts againft thofe who are in authority ; 
they ought to confider their rulers as frail 
and fallible men, who are liable to miftakes 
and faults, when their general aim is good 
and right; they fhould overlook their er- 
rors, and even their vices, if they are not 
fuch as tend dire€tly to overturn the ftate, 
and to bring diftrefs and ruin on the whole 
community. Better a particular perfon, 
yea many individuals, fhould fuffer than to 
encourage civil broils and a public diftur- 
bance, aS; 
When rulers are wife and good, oppofi- 
tion is an high crime; men ought not to 
make their own jealoufies, refentments, or 
private intereft, a pretence for refifting au- — 
thority, or to ftir up factions and feditions 
againft their rulers. Such men will be the 
faulty caufes of the evils that follow, and 
will have an awful account to give at the 
bar of God; ** whofoever refifteth the power 
“ refifteth the ordinance of God, and they 
“ that refift fhall« receive to. themfelves 
«© damnation.” : 
Men ‘of ‘fuch perverfe and turbulent 
minds may poflibly, by dark intrigues and 
falfe infinuations, raife fufpicions of evil 
defigns, and’of fchemes that never entered 
F into 
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into any one’s head but their own ; and. 
as rulers are imperfect, they may find op-, 
portunities from their miftakes, to fill the 
minds of people with. prejudices and unea- 
tinefs; they may pofiibly prevail to raife 
tumults and difturbances ; but, very often. 
they fall into the pit they digged for o-. 
thers; God in his providence brings to 
light their dark defigns, and they become 
the objects of univerfal contempt and ab- 
horrence. PR Sie a 

People are generally capable of knowing 
when they are well ufed. Public happi- 
nefs is eafily felt. Men cannot but, perceive 
when they enjoy their rights and privi- 
leges ; when they fit at quiet under their 
own. vines and-fig-trees, and. there is none 
to make them afraid; when the laws of 
the land have their courfe, and juftice is 
impartially adminiftred ; when nounreafon- 
able burthens are laid upon them ; when 
their rulers are ready to hear their com- 
plaints and to redrefs their wrongs ; when 
they treat them with condefcenfion, tender- 
nefs and affeGtion ;, when they fympathife 
with them under their difficulties, and, 
like their great mafter, are afflicted in all 
their afflictions. Such a temper and conduc 
in_rulers.are eafily perceived without any ex- 
traordinary penetration. 
- Tt is not without defign, that the facred 
hiftorian. {peaks of the heads of Iffachar and 
age: eee 
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the reft ‘of the tribe as drerbren ; and this 
fuggefts a good reafon for their fo ready 
fubjeGtion, “ and all. their brethren were 
“ at their commandment.” When a peo- 
ple perceive, that they who have power in 
their hands ftill treat them as brethren, as 
partaking of the fame common nature, and 
as having aright to their liberty and pro- 
perty ; they will have a reciprocal affection 
to their rulers, they will be loth to grieve 
and offend them, they will ‘be quict and 
peaceable, and will do what they can to 
render their adminiftration eafy, who im- 
prove their power only to make them hap- 
py. If at anytime the people clamour and 
find fault, as they fometimes do under the 
beft government, in confequence of real or 
imaginary mifconduct, or when heavy bur- 
thens are laid upon them, they foon reco- 
ver their temper, they forget the’ faults of 
their rulers, they remember only their good 
deeds, and there is danger that, to make a- 
mends for their paft miftakes, they will run 
mad with loyalty and fubmiffion. 

Rulers have fo many ways of keeping up 
their influence, that it is not eafy to effect 
a general oppofition, even where they have 
the moft pernicious defigns, A good ruler 
is almoft fure of love and efteem, of fub- 
miffion and obedience. ‘ Men love their 
happinefs too well to deftroy and ruin it, 
by oppofing thofe from whom they know 
ad it 
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it is derived to them.” Experience fhows, 
that if they, who are vefted with power, 
have but a moderate fhare of public virtue, 
they are admired and honoured while they 
live, and their-memory is bleffed long after 
they are dead. Rulers therefore always have 
it intheir power, to fecure the people in their 
intereft, and to gain a place in their hearts. 
By attending to their duty, they will pro- 
mote the happinefs of the people, and at 
the fame time fix their own authority. If 
the heads of a community have under~ 
ftanding of the times to know what Iifrael 
ought to do, they will be like to have all 
their brethren at their commandment. But 
where men are grofly of a contrary charac- 
ter, and pervert. their, power to tyrannical 
purpofes; fubmiffion, if it can be avoided, 
is fo far from -being a duty, that it is a 
crime. It is an offence againft the ftate of 
which we are members, and whofe happi- 
nefs we ought to. prefer to our chief. joy, 
It is an offence againft mankind, whofe 
rights we meanly betray. It is an offence 
againft God, who is good to all, and who 
has appointed government for the welfare 
and happinefs, and not the deftruction of 
his creatures. . og 

- How happy is Great Britain in a 
Prince, who accounts it his glory to reign 
ever a free people, and. who, we truft, will 
always make the laws of the land the rule 


of 
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of his adminiftration! How ftill more hap- 
py, in'a conftitution that fcarce admits of 
tyranny, unlefs the people-themfelves be- 
come corrupt and venal; and when that 
is the cafe, nothing but Omnipotence can 
fave them! | 
It is the fafety of the Britifh nation that 
its monarchy is hereditary, as that right is 
now underftood. It is a favor of Heaven 
that our lawful Sovereign is poflefied of vir- 
tues, which enfure him the love and obedi- 
ence of his fubjeéts.  Becaufe the Lord 
“hath loved his people; he hath made thee 
«* king over them,” May that kind Pro- 
vidence, which has fo often appeared. for 
our nation, ftill watch over it for good; 
difappoint every attempt ta, fubvert their 
liberties, and preferve them from thofe in- 
ternal vices and corruptions, which they have 
‘mor¢ reafon to fear than any foreign enemy, 
or open violence! . 
_ The form of government in this Pro- 
vince, is a little model of the Britith confti~ 
tution, Our commander in chief, who re- 
prefents the King, is not elected by our- 
felves. Wedo not complain of this as an 
infringement of our liberties, it rather frecs 
us from many inconveniencies, which would 
attend frequent popular elections, Efpeci~ 
ally may we efteem -it a privilege, while 
we have a Gentleman at our head, who fo 
well underftands our civil conftitution, and 
who, 
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who, we perfuade ourfelves, fincerely aims 
at the happinefs of the people he is appoint- 
ed to govern, May his Excellency’s fervices 
for the public always find acceptance with 
an obliged and grateful people; and may 
he. have the approbation of his great Lord, 
when he gives an account of the talents 
committed to him ! 

‘The other branches of our legiflature 
are chofe by ourfelves, It refrefhes our 
hearts to fee the return of this anniverfary, 
and we hope fills them with thankfulnefs 
to God. The prefence of our General Af 
fembly, and the bufinefs of this day, put 
us in mind of the liberties we enjoy, while 
more than nine-tenths of mankind are in 
the moft abject flavery, and multitudes of 
them, to the bafeft and worft of the hu- 
man race, We ‘conclude it is from the ex- 
perience their conftituents have had of 
their wifdom and integrity, that fo many 
are returned to ferve in the prefent affem- 
bly, who have formerly had a feat there. 
We cannot think the people are yet fo 
corrupt, as generally to be influenced in 
their elections by other confiderations. We 
truft that they, whom they have honoured 
with this mark of their confidence, will 
have a facred regard to their intereft, and 
will not fuffer any finifter views to biafs or 


govern them. 
; - One 
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One of. our valuable charter privileges is 
this day to be exercifed ; a privilege to which 
it is owing, that the Province has of her fons 
at the council-board, men who naturally 
care for our ftate, and who are deeply in-, 
terefted in the confequences of every public 
meafure. God grant that this p-ivilege may 
never be wrefted from us! One way to pre- 
vent fo fatal an event, is to make a wife ufe. 
of this important truft, to choofe ‘ out of 
<¢ all the people able men, fuch as fear 
« God, men of truth, hating covetou{nefs ,” 
who underftand our intereft, and have vir- 
tue to purfue it. If our prefent Counfel- 
lors are fuch men, their experience in public 
bufinefs will doubtlefs give them a great ad- 
vantage, 

Wifdom and integrity are always neceflary 
to conftitute. a good ruler; but when the 
ftate of a people is perplexed and difficult, 
it requires more attention, and a greater ex- 
ertion of abilities ; and by their prudenceand 
fteadinefs at fuch times, rulers make it evi- 
dent, that they are qualified for the truft re- 
pofed in them, . Such a critical feafon, if I 
miftake not, is the prefent; and I cannot 
eafily be miftaken, when all .orders of men 
are {o generally alarmed, in this and the 
other colonies, and apprehend their moft va- 
luable privileges in danger, 

I am far from impeaching the juftice of 
the Britith parliament. If any acts have paf- 

pre 
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fed that feem hard on the colonies, we 
ought to fuppofe, they are not owing to any 
defign formed againft them, but to miftakes 
and mifreprefentations.—-To you out ho- 
thoured rulers, it belongs to rectify fuch mif- 
takes, in fuch ways as you fhall think decent 
and proper. me 
Our fathers dearly. bought the privileges 
we enjoy. It is evident, when they left their 
native land, they thought the rights of Eng- 
lithmen would follow them wherever they 
fat down, and be tranfmitted to their pofte- 
tity ; and we hope their pofterity have done 
nothing to forfeit them. It was kindly and 
juftly faid by Bithop Burnet toa New-Eng- 
land agent, asf find-it delivered before his 
excellent Son and the General Affembly of 
this Province ; * “ That he would openly 
ftand up for us, and notwithftanding all the 
obloquy that would be caft upon him for it, 
he would plead our caufe ; and when our 
charter {hould come to be confidered in the 
Houfe of Lords, he would there publicly 
declare, that there was a greater facrednefs 
in the charter of New-England, than in 
thofe of the corporations in England ; for. 
thofe were only aéts of grace, whereas the 
charter of New-Enrigland was a contract be- 
tween the King and the firft Patentees; 


- % Mr. Prince’s Sermon preached before Governor 
Buenct, and the General Aflembly, July 25, 1728 


wherein 
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whetein they ‘had’ promifed, to enlarge the 
King’s’ “dominions on’ their own charges, 
provided that they. and their pofterity might 
enjoy fich ‘and fuch privileges ; and now 
they had performed their part, for the King 
to deprive their pofterity of the privileges 
granted to them, would carry a face of in- 
juftice in it.” Thus that great and good, 
man. bi : 

We highly value our connection with 
Great Britain ; there is perhaps not a man to 
be found among us, who would with to be 
independent on our mother-country, we 
fhould regret the moft diftant thought of fuch 
an event ; we are grieved that there is any 
thing to create the leaft fufpicion of want of 
tendernefs on their part, or of duty on-our’s. 
We hope there is no ground for either. We 
‘truft our King and ‘his Parliament will yet 
hear us,and confirm our. liberties and immu- 
“nities tous,’ And we earneftly pray, that a 
- happy union may fubfift. between Great Bri- 
“tain and hercolonies to the lateft pofterity. 

Our rulers are a part of ourfelves, they 
- look’ on théewhole community as their bre- 
“thren;’ they Have one common intereft with 
“us. “We doubt not they feel for their people 
~ in this difficult day, and will exert all their 
- abilities in the prefent exigency. Time, has 
* béen, ‘when! even darker clouds: hung; over 
the Britifh colonies than thofe which now 
" threatefi us ;-and the God: of Heaven has ap- 
ree G peared 
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peared and diffipated:them, »(His.armi is not 
fhortned that» he scannot fave, his-ear is not 
heavy. that he cannot hear. The friends of 
Zign will not ceafe.to pray, that our rulers 
may be led’ in a: fafe!and plain path; and 
we truft they will themfelvesiimiplore the di- 
rection and affiftance of him, who; ‘* giveth 
« wifdom tothe wife, and knowledge to them 
« that know underftanding.” Happy will it 
be for you, our honored. father’s; if you are 
the inftruments of prolonging our tranquility. 
It will bean honor put upon you by the God 
of Heaven: It wili render you accepted of 
the multitude of your brethren: You will 
be: efteemed ‘and bleffed while you live;,and 
your names will be had in grateful remem- 
brance Jong after you have entered the world 
of fpirits. | Dano on ct srédrsqei! ov 
But whatever afpectithis important affair 
may have on our prefent or future profperity, 
it is notall that calls for the attention of our 
rulers,: He muft have but little underftand- 
ing of the times, who does not fee that we 
are in more danger from our internal vices, 
than from any external impofitions. Our lux- 
-ury, extravagance and intemperance, threaten 
our ruin. We live’above ourfelves, we have 
forfaken the fimplicity of our fathers ‘in our 
dréfs, our furniture and our tables.; . We im- 
- sport much that is abfolutely fuperfluous, that 
‘tends only to. feed ‘our ‘pride and. vanity. 
Some little private éfforts have been made to 
35 cad reform, 
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reform thefe evils; poflibly the legiflature may 
find out fome more effectual method to fup- 
prefs,our vices, and to encourage induftry, 
frugalityand fobriety, 

There was much enquiry, Iam informed, 
in the laft.aflembly,, how they might raife a 
revenue from the {pirituous liquors that are 
expended among us, Can nothing be done 
to prevent the fo free ufe of them? if not, 
the glory is departed, we need nothing elfe 
to make us a poor miferable people.* . 


* © Of all the. miferies -and plagues,” fays the late 
excellent Dr. Stephen Hales, ‘* that unhappy man has 
been incident to, none was-ever fo effectually deftructive 
as this, not even thofe three fore judgments of war, pef- 
tilence and famine ; which, after having raged for fome 
time, ceafe.: But this evil fpirit is. an unrelenting merci- 
lefs enemy, that threatens deftru€tion from generation 
to generation.—And yet, has not this calamity made a 
{urprizing advance within twenty or thirty years? And 
is it not daily-fpreading far and wide, both at home, and 
in our colonies abroad ? What~ then muft be the end 
thereof (avert it good God! but the final ruin of this 
great and trading nation.” 

The Do&or adds the following note. The terrible de~ 
ftru@ion of human lives by the prevailing ufe of Spiritu- 
ous Liquors, appears from. the following accounts ;_— 
In the year 1680, -the chriftenings, within shee: a 

bills of mortality, were no morethan — 747 
From whichnumber, in 1700, they arofe to 14639 

. And more remarkably, in the year 1712,(not- 
_withftanding-Queen ANN’s long. war) iy 15660 
were’advanced to [9 oe") 
From that time they continually, encreafed till 
the year 1724, when they amounted to no ¢ 19370 


lefs than 6 -—. ot 
" But 
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Our fathers in the civil government ‘can 
fcarce be fenfible how far and wide intempe- 
rance has {pread, efpecially among the lower 
fort of people. I doubt’ not their readinefe 


But from that year, when the ufe of Sprrituous 
Liquors became fo common,as to occafion af: 
public ‘reprefentation) from the college. o : 
phyficians the year following, inftead of in- 

 creafing as formerly, they have continually 
decreafed, till they are now reduced, at ame \_ 
dium for the three laft years, to = —— 

So that the year 1750 produced fewer chriften- 
ings than the year 1700. 

The children likewife that are born come in- 
to the world, with fuch bad Con/titutions, that 
being fickly and feeble, they die in prodigi- 
ous numbers under five years old. And 
many children, inftead of being nourifhed 
by wholfome food, are foon confumed by 
thefe inflammatory Spirits, which muft ne- 
ceffarily deftroy a fabrie fo very flight and. 
tender. 

In London, the chriftenings for the laft tes years, 
were at a medium — — 
The children who died every year under five 
in the fame period, were at a medium = 


14326 


b 4457 
3 10590 


Whereas, according to Dr. Halley’s calcula- ‘ 
tion, the deaths under fix fhould have. been 6317 
no more than —— ——— 

The annual lofs by premature deaths . om 
weakly children — ateois 4773 

By fewer births — 5050 


This lofs,is one diftri& of the kingdom only, 
viz. not all thecity and fuburbs of London, @ 9323 
is every year =J 
N. B. The above account of thedeftrudtion of the hu- 

man fpecies, relating only to children under five years of 

age, is exclufive of ALL that prodigious number of Engli/h 
fubjeéts above that age, who continually die by the fame 
caufe. 


to 
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to apply a remedy if it is in their power ; 
whether any can be found, is not for me to 
fay. | 
While our rulers are confulting the public 
good, and enquiring what this people ought 
to do, it becomes us to fubmit to their autho- 
rity, and to lead quiet and peaceable lives in 
all godlinef§ and honefty ; we ought to be 
fubject to thefe minifters of God, not only 
for wrath, but for confcience fake. Obedience 
to rulers enters into religion; by an unreafon- 
able oppofition to them, we difpleafe God by 
whofe providence they are placed over us. ° 
The bufinefs of rulers is difficult enough 
in itfelf, we ought not to encreafe their.diffi- 
‘culties by a fatious turbulent behaviour. No 
good ruler will be averfe to have his public 
conduct examined, or find fault with decent 
remonftrances, when they act contrary. tothe 
fenfe of the community. But it is hard 
when they have done their beft, to be cenfur- 
ed and reviled, and to have government made 
uneafy by the jealoufies and intrigues of dif- 
contented men, who think nothing right but 
what they do themfelves, and delight toraife 
fafpicions of defigns, which are the product 
of their ownvain imaginations. We fhould 
remember, that rulers are men of like paffions, 
and are ina ftate of peculiar temptation. We 
ought not to magnify their faults, but to bear 
with their infirmities and overlook their mif- 
takes, when we have reafon to think they 
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do:not proceed: from a bad heart. When 
God: has honored them by making them in- 
ftruments of good, we ought not only to re- 
verence, but efteem and love them for their 
works fake. 
It would be well, if both rulers and people 
would confider the brevity and uncertainty of 
human life, and that account which they 
mutt all give of the things done in the body. 
‘What a happy influence would this have on 
their temper and conduct! It would lead 
‘rulers to improve every talent to the honor of 
God and the good of men. It would lead 
fubjects fo far as is poflible, and as much as 
in them lieth, to promote peace and union, It 
wouid make us all folicitous to approve our- 
felves to God, and to get that fpiritual un- 
-derftanding, which only can make us meet 
for the inheritance of the faints in light, 


Fer NES 


re oe ae 


a i, 


